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PREFACE. 



DWARD the 6th died 
in his i6th year, as it 
was faid of confump- 
tion ; but the public had 
no fatisfaiSory know- 
ledge of the fa£t ; and a 
feeling exifted amongft 
many perfons who knew 
him, that his death was 
caufed or accelerated 
by unfair means. Certainly there were 
circumftances, though barely hinted at by 
contemporary writers, that juftified fufpi- 
cion. His guardian, the Duke of Northum- 
berland, being very ambitious and, as it 
appears, having a hope that he might con- 
trive to place one of his own family on the 
throne, became a marked objefl by thofe 
who favoured the legitimate line of fuccef- 
fion. P. v., the writer of this traft, was one 
of them ; he boldly afcribes the king's 
death to the agency of the duke, by violent 



means, poifon, or the dagger.* Under this 
impreffion, and knowing he would be pro- 
fcribed as a traitor by the next ruler, 
whether the duke or Queen Mary, he took 
the opportnnity to depart immediately to 
Germany, where he forthwith publifhed 
fuch particulars as he had gathered relating 
to the life of Edward, and his own opinion 
thereupon. 

The Latin trafl of P. V. came into the 
poffeffion of Mr. Rodd, who never faw or 
heard of any other copy. As he was curi- 
ous to know its contents, he gave it to Mr. 
J. B. Inglis, who tranflated it for him, be- 
lieving that he intended to print it. Mr. 
Rodd died without carrying out this inten- 
tion, and it has now fallen into the hands 
of the prefent editor. 

Our refearches about the true name of 
the writer who figned P. V. have appeared 
in No. XXII of the Bibliophile Illuftrey 
p. 113 ; we there furmifed that Peter Ver- 
milly, alias Peter Martyr, was moft likely 

* H, Holland, in the Herw>logia Anglica^ Lond. 1620, 
p. a6, merely fays that Edward the Vlth "^x ifta vita 
decejfit (nonjflne/u/ptcione veneni^'* ) A. Chalmers, Bio- 
graphical Didlionary^ voL XIII, p. 31, does not go fo far, 
but he relates the very fufpicious circumftance that the 
phyficians of Edward were difmiffed by the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland's advice, and the young kmg was entrufted 
to the hands of an ignorant woman, who imdertook to 
reftore him to health in a very (hort time. 

the 



the author of this traft. Indeed, in the 
year 1553, Vermilly was in England, where 
he had been called as early as 1547 to fill 
the chair of divinity at the Univerfity of 
Oxford. He left England of his own ac- 
cord in 1553, which coincides with what is 
faid in the tra£l, and fettled, after a fhort 
fojourn in Flanders and Strasburg, firft at 
Augsburg, then at Zurich^ where he died 
in 1562. 

Whoever may be the author of the Nar- 
ratio Hijioricay the fadl of his aflumptions 
upon the death of Edward the 6th being 
confirmed by the fufpicions hinted at, and 
all the circumftances mentioned by con- 
temporary writers, is, as we deem, a fufB- 
cient j unification of the reprint and Eng- 
lifh tfanflation of this valuable hiflorical 
document being now brought before the 
public There is alfo a German tranflation 
of this traft, apparently by the original 
writer and by the fame printer, a copy of 
which is how in the pofieflion of Mr. Inglis. 

J. Ph. Berjeau. 
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NARRATIO 

HISTORICA VICIS- 

fitudinis, rerum quae in inclyto Britan- 

niEe Regno acciderunt, Anno 1553. 

Menfe luHo fcripta h 

P. V. 

DVARDVS vi. 

Angliae, FranciEC, etc. 

Rex Anno Chrifti 

Saluatoris 1553. ae- 

tatis t6. regni fui 

feptimo, Pridie no- 

nas lulias dicitur in 

fata conceffiffe. De 

cuius obitu etfi fu- 

bomati putantur, qui dicerent, infirmi- 

tate naturae ac morbo eum nefclo quo 

extin6lum effe, fuperant tamen iaflatae 

paffim fufpitiones, uel ueneno quodam 

lento, & multo ante praebito paulatim 

abfumptum, uel etiam, cum uenenum 

tardius expe6latione cupiditateque par- 

ricidarum operaretur, ui ac ferro clam 

peremptum ab ijs, qui non folum in- 

A ij uete- 



ueterato quodam fed diu diffimulato 
laboraffent odio Henrici viij. eiufque 
liberorum, fed etiam uel fucceflionis in 
regno ius ipfi opinionis errore fibi 
finxiffent, uel eiufdem per fas nefafue 
arripiendi fpem infaciabili quadam 
dominandi cupiditate iamdudum an- 
te animis deuoraffent. Tanti facino- 
ris cum fufpicio turn fama praecipua 
eft penes loannem Dudleum Nor- 
thumbriae Ducem, Cuius pater ab 
Henrico viij. genitore Eduardi vi. 
capite truncatus fuerat, & filius hoc 
tempore Gulfherdus coniugem ha- 
beret loannam Mariae, quae foror mi- 
nima natu Henrici viij. fuit, ex filia 
Francifca neptem. Is loannes Dudle- 
us poft fuum patrem capitali fuppli- 
cio affe6lum, cum potiffima etiam hae- 
reditatis pars Fifco regio adiudicata 
effet, deftitutus fucceffione & rerum 
& dignitatis paternae, militiae potiffi- 
mum fefe dedit, in quo uitae genere 
cum Gallico Scoticoque bellis, editis 
aliquot praeclaris facinoribus uirum 
prae cseteris ftrenuum fefe probaffet, 

inno- 



innotefcens paffim, & iam ipfi quoque 
propter uirtutis opinionem charus Re- 
gi, qui five ad abolendam recorda- 
tionem fumpti de patre illius triftiffi- 
mi fupplicij, fiue ornandse uirtutis ftu- 
dio, Primo Baronem, deinde Comitem 
eum creauerat, ad id faftigium dignita- 
tis autoritatifque in aula breui temporis 
fpacio euafit, ut regij fecretique confi- 
lij, & rerum omnium gerendarum fere 
principatum teneret. 

Poftea uero exempto rebus hu- 
manis Henrico viij. qui ei fuccedebat 
filius, & ex maris utero caefus fuerat 
Eduardus vi. ut fuae etiam erga Du- 
dleum beneuolentiffi fpecimen quod- 
dam fmgulare asderet, Erat enim Du- 
dleus ex 12. tutoribus adolefcenti Regi 
a patre conftitutis uel prsecipuus. Eum 
NorthumbrisB ducem fecit. lis hono- 
ribus effeftum eft, ut idem Dudleus 
gubernationis regiae dux iam & autor 
haberetur, ex cuius, fecundum Regem, 
uoluntate & nutu reliquus fere omnis 
penderet Senatus. Ita fumma omnia 
non magno negocio adeptus, cum 

A iij quiefcere 



quiefcere animus non poffet, nimi- 
rum et cogitatae diu aduerfus regies li- 
beros de patre uindiftse, & regia& digni- 
tatis ad fefe fuofque eadem opera trans- 
ferendse, ftimulis iam diu agitatus, & 
impubere adhuc rege Eduardo, ad ea, 
quae animo cogitarat, neminem prae- 
ter auunculum regis Eduardum Senior 
ducem Somerfitenfem, quern Prote- 
ftorem uocabant, fibi obftare arbitra- 
retur, cum primum omnium falfo pro- 
ditionis crimine reum fadum fecuri 
cervicem praebere coegit, fide puero 
Regi, cuius per aetatem infirmum erat 
indicium, fa6la, eum iure caefum effe, 
quod in ftirpem et maieftatem regiam 
nefcio quid molitum conftaret. Fue- 
rat is proteftor omnium bonorum iu- 
dicio uir optimus, & pueri Regis fui 
ex forore nepotis ingenium per fe prae- 
ftantiffimum deprehenfum praeclara 
optimarum difciplinarum, religionis, 
et linguarum cognitione inftruendum, 
excolendumque curauerat, nee tamen 
bene meritum fenem uel regia con- 
fanguinitas, uel officiorum dexteritas, 

& fides 



& fides, ab iniufti fupplicij nefaria foe- 
ditate afferere, aut immunem potuit 
praeftare. Hoc fideliffimo Regis cufto- 
de fublato per iniquse clamationis iu- 
dicium, cum idem Dudleus Northum- 
brise dux loannam, ut diximus, filio fuo 
nuptam dediffet, non dubitavit, a mor- 
te Eduardi vi. qui unicus uirilis ftirpis 
Henrici viij. Rex fupererat, regnum 
ad nurum fuam legitimse fucceffionis 
fpecie atque praetextu facile tranfitu- 
rum. Etfienimfupereffefciretduas re- 
gis Henrici viij. filias, nimirum Ma- 
riam ex prima coniuge Catharina Hi- 
fpana, Caroli v. Caefaris confobrina, & 
Elizabetham de fecunda coniuge re- 
gia Anna BuUina natas, Quibus aui- 
to Anglorum more, maiorum inftitu- 
tis, & lege cum naturae turn regni, ex- 
tinftis uirilis fexus haeredibus, ut & 
propioribus Henrico cognatis, & na- 
tu maioribus, alteri fcilicet poft alte- 
ram regiae coronae fucceffio deberetur. 
Qui tamen illarum priorem ex fra- 
tris Arthi Vualliae principis, cui Caefa- 
ris matertera ante matrimonium cum 

A iiij Henrico 



Henrico viij. Arthi fratre, contraftum 
nupta fuerat, coniuge, pofteriorem ve- 
ro ex matre, quam vel k rege uxorem 
haberi (repudiata enim Catharina, & 
adhuc uiuente, Henricus viij. earn 
duxerat) legibus diuinis non licuiffet, 
uel qu8B ob adulterij fufpitionem luffu 
ipfius Regis poftea capite truncata ef- 
fet, prognatas conftaret, utramque ut 
illegitimas haeredes honeftiffima fpecie 
k regni fucceflione excludi poffe, ac de- 
bere, qukm fibi tarn alijs facile perfua- 
fum iri confidebat. Sic fpe ampliffima- 
rum rerum, & confiHjs aftutiffime co- 
gitatis, cum etiam Gallici regis amici- 
tia fefe, miffa ad eum ingenti pecunia, 
muniuiffet, omnia fibi iam tuta fatis 
exiftimans, tollendi h medio innocen- 
tiffimi Regis, & maximse fpei adole- 
fcentis parricidiale facinus fertur ag- 
greffus effe. Quod ut maturandum pu- 
taret, irpoKardprjiTucov airiov acceffit, Re- 
gis cum aetate paulatim accrefcens in- 
telligentia & irappyaia. Cum enim effet 
Eduardus adolefcens fagaciffimi & 
pr^ftantiffimi, fed per setatem non fa- 
tis 



tis cauti, interque hiantes lupos atque 
uulpeculas parum prouidi ingenij & 
iudicij, confideratis fenfim attentius, 
qu8B gerebantur, rebus, interdum de oc- 
cifo auunculo & de alijs regni negocijs 
uoces liberiores fibi exciderepatiebatur. 
Interuenerat aliquando Dudleus lam 
Northumbriae dux, cum Rex hiftorias 
Anglicas, erat enim leftionis cupidiffi- 
mus, euoluens, fort^ incidiffet in pa- 
gellam, quae continebat narrationem 
de patre Northumbrise duels poena ca- 
pitis affe6lo, que Henrici viij.patris Ed- 
uardi uitSB fortunisque aliquando fuif- 
fet infidiatus. Non habuerat hiftoria 
expreffum nomen patris Dudlei, Itaque 
hsefitans Rex de eo, qusbfierat quis fuif- 
fet, Cum Dux eam rem curiofius k Re- 
ge cognofci neque utile fibi,neque hono- 
rificum, & ideo quoad poffet prohibe- 
re, ferendum non putaret, erepto Regi 
libro pro tutoria autoritate, Quid, in- 
quit, sBtatem & ingeniolum oneras 
cognofcendis uulgi commentitijs fa- 
bulis ? & puero, qui aftabat, arcus cum 
fagittis, quibus exerceri Britannica 

A V adolefcen- 



adolefcentia folet, afferri iuffo, Regem 
pariter in aream ludendi exercitijs de- 
ftinatam fecum abducit. Ibi poftea- 
quam iaculandi ad fcopum certamine 
aliquandiu coUufiffent, et regiam fort^ 
fagittam, quod extra metaB cancellos 
longius auolaffet, Dux cum cachinno 
reprehendiffet, Rex fiue rifu fui indig- 
natione, fiue nondum difcuffa fort^ /*€ 
7uvfxp)ua animi, quam ex Anglicse hi- 
ftoriaB le6lione conceperat, longiufcul^, 
inquit, aberravi fateor. At tu me- 
lior artifex tanto propius mei cerui- 
cem feriebas auunculi. Dux eius fcom- 
matis acerbitatem turn quidem fefe in- 
telHgere diffimulauit, contentus hoc 
faltem refpondiffe, quae non fe autore, 
fed regni legibus & Senatus confulto 
fa6lum effet, h, fe qui nequiuerit prohi- 
bere non oportere prsBftari, tacit^ ta- 
men, quarum rerum cogitationibus 
Regis pueri praeter aetatem fagax ani- 
mus fenfim occuparetur, non fine do- 
lore confiderauit Alio tempore cum 
Rex emerito cuidam feruo, cuius fi- 
des & induftria fub patris etiam impe- 

no 



no multos annos probfi fpeftata fue- 
rat, arcem quandam amaBnam, ut mul- 
te funt in Anglia, donaffet, nee aude- 
rent eonfiliarij, quorum Dux prseci- 
puus habebatur, Regis in ea re uolun- 
tati coram repugnare, poftmodum fer- 
uulo illi prehenfo foli fuadent, ut pe- 
tat ^ Rege oblatum munus aliqua pe- 
cuniaria largitione commutari,^ & in- 
nuunt homini plebeio arcis regise pof- 
feffionem & inuidiofam fore & peri- 
culofam. Mouit ea res emeritum il- 
ium, qui captata occafione adeundi 
Regis, petit tenuius aliquod munus 
ajldita caufa, quam erat k confiliarijs 
edo6lus, Senfit illico Rex pro ea qua 
erat ingenij perfpicatia, hunc k capef- 
cendo dono, quod erat oblatum, mi- 
nis confiliariorum abfterritum effe. 
Ex obuijs igitur quaerit caufam non 
conceffsB arcis ei, cui ipfe donarat, cum 
unus h multis, non fat fcio Duxne an 
alius, Domine, inquit, non confultum 
uidebatur neque utile, domos ufibus & 
honori regio deftinatas plebeis con- 
ferri. Tum uero Rex prae puerili do- 
lore 



lore lachrymis pene erumpentibusi 
At uobis, inquit, & ueftris, quidquid 
flagitaftis femper & confulto & utili- 
ter confertur, nee turn obftat uel ufus 
uel honos regius, & per uos non lice- 
bit mihi, quibus debeo uoloque, de meo 
largiri ? Has & confi miles adolefcentis 
Regis fsBpe liberius efFufas uoces con- 
fentaneum eft, non minimos ftimulos 
fuiffe & Duci & caeterorum aliquibus, 
ut toUendi quoquo modo illius ratio- 
nem prius ineundam putarent, quam ad 
regni maieftatem & in his etiam tenel- 
lis annis maturitatem intelligentiae, iu- 
ftsB setatis accederet autoritas. lUud 
conftat, fparfa iam de Regis segrota- 
tione fama, neminem diu ad eum ad- 
miffum effe, quia infirmitatem ipfius fin- 
gerent non poffe fuftinere hominum 
alloquia & interpellationes, donee fe- 
ro tandem, ubi commodum parricidis 
uifum eft, uel potius Deo occulta in lu- 
cem producente, Hppis & tonforibus 
(quod aiunt) notum effe coepit Re- 
gem lenta quadam tabe abfumptum, 
& laxatis folutifque ante obitum tam in 

pedibus 



pedibus quam manibusdigitorum ungui 
culis, in arce Gruneuicenfi uitam cum 
morte commutaffe. Vnde non iam 
fufpicio, fed fides omnibus fe6la eft, 
Regem ueneno interfeftum effe, ta- 
metfi fufurraretur ^ plurimis, ipfius 
corpus quoque tardius quam quo parri- 
cidarum cupiditate et feftinatione ani- 
mam exhalantis cultro crudeliter foe- 
datum fuiffe, de quo tamen nihil faci- 
le affirmauerim, cadaver faltem no6lu 
per Thamyfin fluuium fine ulla pom- 
pa clam Vueftmonafterium aueftum, 
pheretro inclufum, purpura cooper- 
tum, uexillorum regiorum circa tum- 
bam infignibus omatum, & fatellitio 
cuftoditum in facello regise aulse pub- 
lice omnibus Hcuit intueri. Hie finis 
& triftiffimus 6 uita exitus fuit Regis 
SBtate quidem immatura, uerum fa- 
pientisB, pietatis, & heroicarum uirtu- 
tum indole ftupenda praediti, cui fi ui- 
uere per fuos licuiffet, haberet haec 
mundi fenefcentis poftrema & cada- 
uerofa facies boni Principis exem- 
plum omnibus retro feculis conferen- 

dum, 



dum. Sed ad narrationem redeo. Sub- 
lato iam h uiuis Rege, Dudleus Nor- 
thumbriae dux uiduo iam regno, ut ca- 
daueri coruus inhians, proceribus in 
aulam Londinenfem conuocatis, de 
fumma rerum deliberationes propo- 
nit, magnitudinem oftendit periculo- 
rum, quae interregnum diuturnius co- 
mitari foleant, probatoque quod poft 
Mariam & Elyffam, regias quidem Ali- 
as, fed dubijs, fufpe6lis, prohibitifque 
matrimonijs natas,proxime ad loannam 
nurum fuam, tum legitimae natiuitatis 
iure, tum regni legibus redierit coronae 
haereditas & fucceffio, Hortatur, quod 
aequum iuftumque fit, ut id fuffragatio- 
ne&fuarum fmguli fententiarum fub- 
fcriptione ratum & habeant & fa- 
ciant. Non deerant, qui (ut funt faga- 
ciffima Anglorum ingenia) fatis ani- 
maduerterent, eb Ducis confilia & co- 
natus tendere, ut euecflo ad regiam emi- 
nentiam filio, cui loanna nupta erat, 
facile totus Angliae dominatus in Du- 
dleorum familiam transferretur, nee 
obfcurum erat, eam rem non folum ad 

nefariam 



nefariam internetionem regiorum li- 
berorum, fed etiam multorum alio- 
rum oppreffionem fpeflare. I mo iam 
ipfe Dux interdum animi quadam im- 
potentia fpiraverat uoces minarum et 
terroris plenas, turn de exteris nationi- 
bus omni Britannia pellendis, turn 
multis immaniter trucidandis, quae 
etfi melioris confilij animique uiros non 
leulter commouiffent, metu tamen ui- 
rium, quibus Dux poUebat, Habebat 
enim numerofum exercitum & om- 
nem regiam armaturam in fua pote- 
ftate, contra illius aut uoluntatem aut 
confilium nemo mutire audebat. Fa- 
cile itaque obtinuit uir ingentis fpiri- 
tus, fmgularis facundiae, et potentia 
formidabilis, ut csBterorum procerum 
pars ex animo & uere, pars uero, & 
quidem ut poftea res docuit, potiffi- 
ma, faltem fimulate pedibus in propo- 
fitam fententiam irent. Sic loanna 
Henrici viij. ex minima natu forore 
Maria proneptis, filia Francifcse ex Du- 
ce Suffolcienfe, et Culferdi filij iiij. du- 
cis Northumbriae coniunx, Regina 

decernitur, 



decernitur, ac ftatim ad lo. diem men- 
fis lulij non fine contumelia quidem fi- 
liarum regiarum, fed neque magnatum 
neque populi aliquo fingulari applaufu, 
publice proclamatur. Mos in Anglia 
eft, ut folemnes nouorum Regum de- 
nunciationes populus approbet, ho- 
rum uerborum acclamatione : Deus 
feruet Regem aut Ree^inam, hic cum 
nM tale audiretur, & omnium homi- 
num uultus triftes & auerfi cerneren- 
tur, minime probari populo, quod age- 
retur, uel ex filentij profunditate faci- 
Hs conie6lura fuit. Vnus erat Culber- 
tus ftatura proceriore uir, & animo- 
fus, Is folus deteftatus contumeliam, 
qua filisB Regis in loannae praBConio, 
quafi non legitimo toro natsB, illibera- 
liter deformabantur, moeftam ciuium 
tacitumitatem uocis licentia rumpens, 
O degeneres, inquit, animos, Nulla 
Anglici fanguinis gutta fupereft, fi 
quern non commouet ad uindidlae 
cogitationem contumeliarum atrocif- 
fimarum indignitas. Quae verba tan- 
tifper paflim iterabat, donee prse- 

henfo 



henfo & in carcerem conie6lo Duels 
iuffu, poftridie, qui erat i t . lulij dies, am- 
bsB* auriculae ad palum prseciderentur. 
Sed ne hac quidem ignominiofa capi- 
tis mutilatione liberi hominis uox re- 
preffa eft. Nam fubinde Deum tefta- 
tus uindicem, non defijt conftanter, 
quae dixerat, & fentire & proloqui. 
Itaque ad grauioris pcenae fententiam 
expedlandum in cuftodiam reduci- 
tur, quam fuiffet fubiturus, nifi quae 
fecuta eft, eum omni periculo pariter 
& carcere exemiffet rerum mutatio. 
Erat iam loanna in arcem Londinen- 
fem, quam Turrim uocant, comitatu 
quidem minus frequenti, quadam ta- 
men folemni pompa, & quidem ma- 
tre Francifca caudam ueftis illius le- 
uante, adeo gratus utrique honos fuit, 
introdu6la, cum interim Maria, filia- 
rum Henrici viij. natu maior, ac Caefa- 
ris Caroli v. confobrina, acceptis ijs, 
quae Londini gerebantur, loco fe mo- 
uens 8. lulij die in regni interiores par- 
tes receffit, populi erga fe animos fa- 
uoremque periclitatura, fiquidem praefi- 
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fobrinam, per omnes urbis plateas & 
uicos reginam Anglise, Francias & 
HybemiSB &c. 19. die luHj praeconio 
folenni proclamant. Alia ibi continue 
totius AnglisB fades apparere uifa eft. 
Earn enim Marise renunciationem 
tanta populi laeticia, tantus clamor & 
applaufus excepit, ut ea ipfa folenni- 
tas prsBconij publici, quafi diu expefta- 
ti triumphi fpeciem referret. Quae res 
magno erat argumento, priorem lo- 
annse proclamationem antea faltem 
filentio improbatam, nunc honorifi- 
cis acclamationibus erga regni proxi- 
mam ueramque haBredem Mariam pe- 
nitus antiquari. Primum de ipfa turri 
(fic diximus aliquoties aulam Londi- 
ni appellari) Senatus regni & urbis 
continuo tradita in cuftodiam loan- 
na creberrimis bombardarum toni- 
trubus laeticiae & gratulationis publi- 
C8P figna dedere. Vniuerfa deinde urbs 
quae aliquot dies uelut attonita tacito 
fefe lu6lu metuque macerauerat, in hi- 
laritatem foluta totum eum diem infti- 
tutis paffim conuiuijs feftum habuit. 

Noftra 



Noftra quoque natio quae ducem Nor- 
thumbrisB praecipue infenfum habue- 
rat, inter caBtera gaudia duos uini ca- 
dos in uia publica collocates, ad fores 
arcis Chalibeae (id nomen eft domui 
mercatoriae Germanorum) populo ebi- 
bendos dedit. Idem fere aut fimile 
aliquid a caeteris nationibus fa<5lum 
dicitur. Eftque fie integer ille dies in lae- 
ticia confumptus. Nobilitas uero Bri- 
tannica honoris caufa, (ut fit) nouo ue- 
ftitu ornans fuum fatellitium, tunica- 
rum peftoribus primam nominis Ma- 
riae literam maiufculo charaftere infui 
curabat, Hoc quafi publico fymbolo 
Mariam reginam agnofcentes. Inter 
haec & Gilbertus ille, cuius praecifas 
fuiffe auriculas memorauimus, carce- 
re emittitur. Haec publici ftatus con- 
ueriio, cum in caeteris urbibus Angliae 
celeritate famae percrebuiffet, quam 
plaufibilis & grata hominum auribus 
accident, quae manuum complofiones 
& gratulantium uoces auditae fint, nos 
quoque qui tum iter in Anglia facieba- 
mus teftes effe poffumus. Quibus om- 

B iij nibus 



bus poftridie in caftra Ducis Nor- 
thumbrise nunciatis difficile di6lu ma- 
iorne exercitum terror an ftupor in- 
expeftatae mutationis Ducem inua- 
ferit. Agminatim deinde alij poft 
alios Ducem deferunt ad Reginam 
confugientes. Ipfe Northumbrus iam 
facile conjiciens quo hie ludus euafurus 
effet, fuis etiam rebus prouidendum 
ratus, ex tempore confilium fumit, & 
segre diffimulato dolore conuerfus ad 
fuos. Haeccine, inquit, eft coUegarum, 
qui mihi omnium negotiorum con- 
fcij funt, fides ? Sed age eandem iacia- 
mus falutis anchoram : & continuo 
figno tubae dato, Mariam Angliae re- 
ginam primum in caftris, deinde Ca- 
merati 20 die lulij magnified procla- 
mari iubet, fperans hoc fafto, & pecu- 
liaris alicuius perfidiae fufpicionem a 
fe amotam iri & parem fibi cum caete- 
ris gratiae aditum apud Mariam regi- 
nam fore. Quae fpes quod eum magno- 
pere fruftrata fit, euentus docuit. Vt 
primum enim Reginae nunciatum fu- 
it, eum ab exercitu defertum cum 
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paucis Cameracum feceffiffe, ubi inter 
eruditorum in fcola, pulpita & cathe- 
dras tutius fefe latere poffe putarat, mif- 
fi ftatim funt cum mandatis, qui eum 
prehenderent, Ita captus cum quatuor 
filijs, & aliquot nobilibus ac feruis 
plus minus uiginti in carceres arcis 
Londinenfis ad 25 diem lulij ignomi- 
niofe abdu6lus eft. In toto eo itinere et 
prsefertim ubi Londinum uentum ef- 
fet, per plateas uarijs populi iam libera- 
ti metu tyrannidis ipfms, conuitijs ex- 
ceptus eft, Alijs proditorem, alijs parri- 
cidam eum clamitantibus, et ut de Si- 
none apud Maronem dicitur, certa- 
tim capto illudentibus. Quo tempore ne 
plebeia turba in hominem magis iam 
cane et angue inuifum,faceret impetum, 
difficulter & segre qui captum duce- 
bant, prohibere potuerunt. Tanta uis 
eft occulti in plebe diuque metu diffi- 
mulati aduerfus tyrannos odij, cum fe 
mel occafionem commoditatemque e- 
rumpendi coeperit, ut non fine caufa 
di6lum fit a Sophocle, Vulgus lernam 
effe multorum capitum. Erat tum ad 
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portam Gilbertus ille h, uinculis dimif- 
fus, qui fimulac ducem confpicatus ef- 
fet,ore diducto uocifque impetueum ad- 
ortus, En, inquit, parricida & prodi- 
tor liberam honefti ciuis linguam, cuius 
tu, quia innocentis caput aurium mu- 
tilatione foedauifti, merito tuo rapta- 
ris ad dignam proditore & parricida 
crucem. Haec illius uerba clamor dete- 
ftantium proditorem & multae contu- 
meliofae uoces abruperunt. Miferabi- 
le, fi cogites, fpe6laculum fuiffet, eo- 
rum, qui cum imperio, exercitu, tor- 
mentis, paulo ante cataphracti magni- 
fice urbem egreffi erant, tam ignomi- 
niofa inermium captiuorum uincto- 
rumque introductio, nifi atrociora meri- 
tos omnibus conftitiffet. Quotidie de- 
inceps plures proditionis & peffimo- 
rum facinorum confcij prehendeban- 
tur. Et inter hos Henricus, (alij Andre- 
am nominant) Dudlaeus frater ducis 
Northumbri®, Calethi quod munitif- 
fimum oppidum, Gallis dicebatur pro- 
dere uoluiffe, Captus prseterea Epifco- 
pus Londinenfis, qui incolumi ftatu 
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rerum Duels Northumbriae ut ilH gra- 
tificaretur Mariam illegitimae natiui- 
tatis probro quo concione aliquoties 
notauerat, & alij complures, quorum 
infra fubjiciam nomina. Poll paucu- 
los deinde dies fama aduentantis Re- 
ginse cum magna omnium expe6latio 
ne audiebatur, Quae tandem ad 3. Au- 
gufti diem Londinum ingreffa, & om- 
nium procerum, nationum, ac ciuium 
occurfu fufpenfis per plateas tapetis, 
& emiffis in aerem creberrimis tor- 
mentorum ex arce fulminibus, cum 
pompa plane regia, fceptris, gladio de- 
aurato, et alijs regni infignibus praela- 
tis, cum quatuor millium equitum, o- 
mnium holofericis tunicis aureifque 
paffim catenis exomatorum comitatu, 
in arcem Londinenfem applaudente o- 
mni populo, regnique foelicitatem pre- 
cante, nobis tum etiam eum ingreffum 
fpeftantibus, dedu6la eft. Haec mirabi- 
lis maximorum motuum uiciffitudo 
uifa fpacio unius menfis in ampliffi- 
mo Britanniae regno, Dei fmgulari be- 
neficio fine caede & fanguine (exce- 
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pta regis Eduardi nece) digniffima eft 
confideratione omnium bonorum. Nam 
in ea manifefte confpici potuit, De- 
um uere transferre, & conftituere 
regna, ut inquit propheta Daniel, nee 
concedere proditoribus, aut feditiofis 
diuturnam poense immunitatem, Id- 
ipfuni etiam prophetico Rege monen- 
te, cum inquit, Viri fanguinum & do- 
lofi non dimidiabunt dies fuos, ut eft 
in leftione uulgari. Nos uero iravroKpa 
ropa Oeov patrem unigeniti Filij Ihefu 
Chrifti redemptoris & Emanuelis no- 
ftri ardentibus uotis oremus, ut om- 
nium Monarcharum imperia ad glo- 
riam nominis fui & Ecclefise, quae in 
multis politijs difperfa fere fine nutri- 
cijs & patronis uagatur, incrementum 
& incolumitatem pro fua immenfa 
bonitate, clementer prouehere digne- 
tur, cui foil Deo cum Filio et fanfto 
Spiritu fit laus, honos, gloria, trium- 
phus & dominatio perpetuis feculis, 

AMEN. 

REgina deinceps in arce prasfidio 
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firmata, ne cuiuis facile pateret aditus, 
nifi quibus ipfa uoluiffet, dies aliquot 
commorata primum omnium defun- 
6li regis Eduardi cadauer quod Vueft 
monafterij afferuabatur, fepulchro aui 
Henrici vij, quod in templi interiore 
facello magnifice Henricus viij. ex- 
truendum curauerat, inferri iuffit, ipfa 
tamen fepulturae non interfuit. Sic 
exuuise innocui adolefcentis & Regis, 
primitijs faltem imperij et fpe, fi fuper- 
ftes fuiffet, optimi praeftantiffimique 8. 
die Augufti in auito fepulchro condi- 
tse funt, Anno Domini 1553. Vere in 
hunc quadrare dixeris quod de Mar- 
cello legitur apud optimum Poetam, 
Oftendent hunc tantum terris fata, nee 
ilium effe fuper uoluere. Quamquam 
uoluiffent ilia fortaffe fi domeftica 
perfidia foediffimo fcelere fibi tempe- 
rare potuiffet. 

Ferunt poftea & honoribus & prae- 
mijs affeftos effe eos, qui in officio 
& fide erga regiam fobolem conftan- 
tes permanferant. Inter quos Gilber- 
tus ille auribus mutilus nobilitate & 
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aliquot milibus librarum auri in fin- 
gulos annos pro amiffarum auricu- 
larum folatio a Regina donatus eft. 
Poft ilia ego ex Anglia difcefli. Sed 
Brugis aliquandiu officij caufa com- 
moratus, ad confulem noftrum D. 
Hermannum Falcqnem I. V. D06I0- 
rem fcriptum uidi, Ducem Northum- 
briae 22. die Augufti cum aliquot com- 
plicibus horrendo fupplicij fpe6lacu- 
lo facinorum fuorum poenas luiffe, 
docentem fuo etiaiii exemplo, quod £i 
fapientiffimis accepimus, Per uindices 
Dei oculos nihil fceleratum 
effe aut diuturnum aut 
impunitum. 
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DWARD the 6th, 
King of England, 
France, &c., is faid 
to have yielded to 
his fate in the year 
of Chrift our Saviour 
1553, on the day 
before the nones of 
July, in the i6th 
year of his age & the 7th of his reign. 
Concerning whofe death nevertheless, 
they are fuppofed to be fuborned, who 
fay he died of I know not what in- 
firmity of nature or difeafe ; there are 
however fufpicions here and there 
thrown out, that he was either gradu- 
ally carried off by feme flow poifon 
adminiftered long before, or even, as 
poi- 



poifon worked flower than the ex- 
pectation & defire of Parricides, that 
he was fecretly defl:royed by violence 
& the dagger — by thofe who not only 
laboured under a certain inveterate 
but long diffembled hatred of Henry 
the 8th & his children, but alfo, 
through an erroneous opinion, had 
imagined the right of fucceffion to the 
kingdom to reft with themfelves, or 
through a certain infatiable defire of 
ruling, had more recently conceived a 
hope in their minds of being able to 
feize upon it right or wrong. 

The fufpicion as well as the chief 
repute of fo great a crime fall upon 
John Dudley, Duke of Northumber- 
land, whofe father was beheaded by 
Henry the 8th, father of Edward the 
6th, & whofe fon Guilford was at this 
time married to Jane, grand daughter 
of Mary, youngeft fifter of Henry the 
8th, and daughter of Frances,- Mary's 
eldeft daughter. 

This John Dudley, after the death 
of his father by capital punifhment, 

be- 



being deprived of fucceffion, property 
& hereditary dignity, addi<5led himfelf 
moft determinedly to the military pro- 
feffion, in which fort of life, having 
performed feveral fplendid a6ls in the 
French & Scottifh wars, he proved 
himfelf a valiant man, furpaffmg others, 
becoming noticed everywhere, & at laft 
alfo endeared to the King himfelf, 
from an opinion of his bravery, he, 
either to obliterate the fad remem- 
brance of the penalties brought upon 
him through his father, or from a de- 
fire to illuftrate his virtues, created 
him firft, a Baron and afterwards an 
Earl (comes). In a fhort fpace of 
time, he arrived at fuch a height of 
dignity & authority at court, that he 
held the firft place in the royal privy 
counfel & the direction of almoft all 
public affairs. 

After this, indeed, Henry the 8th, 
being releafed from human concerns, 
his fon Edward the 6th, who fucceeded 
him, and who was cut out of his mo- 
ther's womb, that he might fhow fome 
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fpecial mark of his own benevolence 
to Dudley (for Dudley was one, if not 
the chief, of the twelve guardians of 
the young king, appointed by his fa- 
ther) made him Duke of Northum- 
berland. Owing to thefe honours, it 
came to pass, that this fame Dudley 
was now held to be the leader and 
fole direftor of the royal tutelage, 
upon whofe will and pleafure, as king, 
nearly all the reft of the council was 
dependent. Having thus obtained the 
higheft offices without much trouble, as 
his mind could not be at eafe, having 
indeed for a long time been agitated 
by vindiftive feelings againft the royal 
children on account of their father, & 
alfo from the fame motive, by the fti- 
mulus of transferring the royal dignity 
to himfelf & his own family, and from 
the yet immature age of King Ed- 
ward, he calculated that nobody but 
the elder* Duke of Somerfet, the un- 
cle of King Edward, who was called 
Proteftor, could oppofe himfelf to the 

* His fenior the D. 
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things that were paffing in his mind, 
he firft of all caufed him to be con- 
vi6ted under a falfe charge of treafon, 
and then compelled him to fubmit his 
neck to the axe, making the young 
king, whofe judgment was not con- 
firmed by age (for I know of no weak- 
nefs inherent in the royal lineage 
or perfon) believe that he was legally 
put to death. The Prote6lor himfelf, 
in the opinion of all good men, was a 
moft worthy perfon ; he had difcovered 
the excellent wit of the young king, 
his nephew & fifter's fon,and had taken 
care to inftru6l & educate him under 
his own judicious obfervation in good 
difcipline, religion and languages, yet 
neither royal confanguinity nor ability 
and fidelity in office, could protect this 
highly deferving old man from the 
vile difhonour of an unjuft punifhment, 
or procure his pardon. This moft 
faithful guardian of the king being re- 
moved by the fentence of an unjuft 
verdi6l, the faid Dudley, Duke of 
Northumberland, doubted not, as we 

have 



have faid, that when he had given 
jane in marriage to his fon, the king- 
dom by fome colour or pretence of 
legitimate fucceffion, might eafily be 
transferred to his daughter-in-law, 
upon the death of Edward the 6th, 
the only furviving male of the ftock of 
Henry the 8th, although he knew that 
two daughters of Henry were living, 
namely, Mary, by his firft wife, Cathe- 
rine of Spain, coufin of the Emperor 
Charles the 5th ; and Elizabeth, by 
his fecond wife, Anna Bujlein, to whom 
the fucceffion to the royal crown be- 
longed in their turns, according to the 
ancient cuftom of the Englifh, the in- 
ftitutes of their forefathers, & the law 
of nature & of the kingdom, the male 
branch being extinct. Becaufe, how- 
ever, the mother of the firft of thefe 
(whofe mother was the Emperor's 
aunt) had been contra6led in marriage 
to Arthur, Prince of Wales, before her 
marriage with Henry, Arthur s brother. 
And becaufe the laft, indeed, was by a 
mother who might not be allowed by 
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divine law to be confidered as the 
king s wife, for he had married her 
while the repudiated Catherine was 
yet living, & fhe was afterwards be- 
headed by order of the king himfelf 
on fufpicion of adultery ; it might be 
fhown that the progeny of both mo- 
thers, under a moll honorable pretext, 
might & ought to be excluded as legi- 
timate heirs from the fucceffion to the 
kingdom ; this he confided in being 
able to perfuade others of as eafily as 
he had perfuaded himfelf 

Thus with a hope of the fuUeft fuc- 
cefs, and with a purpofe moft boldly 
devifed, having alfo fortified himfelf 
with the friendfhip of the king of 
France, by fending him a large fum of 
money, thinking every thing now fuf- 
ficiently fafe for him, he is faid to have 
undertaken* the parricidal crime of 
removing the moft innocent king and 
youth of moft excellent promife out of 
his way; in maturing which, as he 
might think, he acceded to irpoicardfyqTi- 

* Aggreffus effe. 
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Kov diTtov, a preruHng caufe. The un- 
derftanding & confidence* of the king 
increafing gradually with his age, but 
as Edward was a youth of moft faga- 
cious & excellent wit and judgment, 
though according to his time of life 
not fufficiently cautious, & amongft 
ravenous wolves & foxes too little on 
his guard, he fuffered very free ex- 
preffions to efcape him, when uncon- 
fcioufly reflefting upon paffmg events, 
fometimes upon the murder of his 
uncle, & other affairs of the kingdom. 
Upon one occafion, Dudley, now Duke 
of Northumberland, was prefent when 
the king, who was very fond of read- 
ing, was looking over fome Englifh 
hiftories, happened to fall upon a page 
that contained a narration of the ca- 
pital punifhment inflifted upon the 
Duke of Northumberland's father, 
who had formerly plotted againft the 
life and fortunes of Henry the 8th, 
Edward's father ; but as the narration 
did not exprefs the name of Dudley's 
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father, the king, being at a lofs, afked 
him who it could be. The duke did 
not think this an affair to be too curi- 
oufly inquired into by the king, and 
therefore to prevent, as far as he 
might be able, the bringing forward 
what might be neither profitable nor 
honorable to himfelf, having taken the 
book from the king, by virtue of his 
tutelary authority, he faid : Why do you 
burthen your youthful & tender mind 
with knowing the romantic tales of 
the vulgar ? And ordering a lad who 
was in waiting to bring a bow & ar- 
rows, with which the Britifh youth are 
accuftomed to be exercifed, he imme- 
diately took the king with him into the 
area appropriated to the practice of 
fuch fports. There, after they had 
contefted together for fome time in 
fhooting at a target, & the royal arrow 
had by chance flown very wide of the 
limits of the goal, the duke jeeringly 
reprehended the king, who, either 
through indignation at his laughing, 
or becaufe the melancholy fieXavxo^a 
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of his mind, which he had conceived 
from reading the Englifh hiftory, was 
not yet diffipated, faid, I confefs I have 
fhot fomewhat wide of the mark, but 
you were a better markfman when you 
hit the neck of my uncle fo exaftly. 
The duke, though indeed he affefted 
not to take the bitternefs of the taunt 
upon himfelf at the time, but con- 
tented himfelf with fhortly replying, 
that it was not done by his authority, 
but by the laws of the kingdom and 
the Parliament, & that it was not for 
him to oppofe what he could not pre- 
vent, yet he filently and not without 
pain reflected that the mind of the 
puerile king, too fagacious for his age, 
was fenfibly occupied by the thoughts 
of thefe events. At another time, 
when the king had prefented a certain 
beautiful cafl:le, of which there are 
many in England, to a penfioned fer- 
vant, whofe fidelity and induftry had 
alfo been juftly noticed for many years 
under the reign of his father, the 
councellors of whom the duke was 

con- 



confidered as the chief, did not dare 
to oppofe the will of the king in that 
matter in his prefence, but the fervant 
being afterwards brought before them, 
they only perfuaded him to afk of the 
king that the proffered gift might be 
exchanged for fome pecuniary bounty, 
infmuating that the poffeffion of a 
royal caftle by a plebeian might create 
envy, if not danger at fome future 
time. This had its effe6l upon the 
fervant, who took an opportunity of 
going to the king & afking for a lefs 
valuable prefent, adding as a reafon, 
that he was inftru6led to do fo by the 
counfellors. The king, therefore,- not 
wanting fagacity, felt that in refuming 
the gift he had offered, he would ap- 
pear to be frightened at the threats of 
the counfellors, & afked thofe who were 
prefent why the cafllewas not delivered 
to the perfon to whom he had given 
it ? when one of the number, I am not 
fufficiently informed whether it was 
the duke or another, faid : My lord, it 
was found neither advisable nor ufe- 
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ful that houfes defigned for the pri- 
vate ufe and honour of royalty fhould 
be conferred upon plebeians. The 
king then, with childifh grief almoft 
burfting into tears, replied : " But to 
yourfelves and your friends, whatfo- 
ever you have importuned me for, 
has always been given advifedly and 
expediently, nor was utility or royal 
honour then an obftacle, neither will 
I permit thofe things to be given by 
you, which it is my will and my duty 
to beftow from myfelf. It is probable 
that thefe and fimilar effufions of the 
young prince, often more freely re- 
peated, were not the leaft incitements 
to the duke and fome others for* tak- 
ing him off in fome way or other, be- 
fore the authorityt Ihould add to the 
majefty of his government, or the ma- 
turity of his underftanding, even in 
thefe tender years. This is certain, 
that the news of the king s illnefs be- 
ing fpread abroad, nobody was for a 
long time admitted to his prefence, for 

* Devifing a fcheme. f Of lawful age. 
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it was pretended that he was too weak 
to bear being fpoken to or difturbed : 
till at laft, when it appeared conve- 
nient to the parricides, or rather God 
bringing the works of darkness to 
light, it began to be known to blind 
men and barbers, as the faying is, that 
the king had exchanged life for death, 
at Greenwich palace, being carried off 
by a certain lingering decline,* the 
nails of his fingers and toes becoming 
loofe, and falling off before his death. 
Wherefore it was no longer fufpicion 
but the confirmed belief of every body 
that the king was deflroyed by poifon. 
And though it was whifpered by many 
that his body was cruelly defiled by a 
knife, becaufe his foul exhaled too 
flowly for the cupidity and impatience 
of the parricides, yet of this I am not 
affured. The body was fecretly car- 
ried to Weflminfler by water in the 
night without any pomp ; it was there, 
inclofed in a coffin, covered with pur- 
ple, the tomb being decorated round 

* Confumption of the lungs. Grafton, Abridgt. 
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about with the ihfignia of the royal 
arms, and watched by a guard, in the 
chapel of the royal court, where it was 
permitted to be feen by everybody. 
This was the end and moft fad exit of 
a king, of immature age indeed, but 
endued with a furprifing natural in- 
clination to wifdom, piety, and heroic 
virtue ; from whom, if he had been al- 
lowed to live by his own relations, this 
laft and cadaverous appearance of a 
world growing old, would poffefs an 
example of a good prince to be handed 
down to all future ages. 

But to return to the narrative. The 
king being now removed from amongft 
the living, Dudley, Duke of Northum- 
berland, (the kingdom being widowed) 
gaping like a crow for carrion, having 
convoked a council of the leading men 
in the Guild (town) Hall of London, 
propofed a deliberation upon the ftate 
of affairs ; he fet forth the magnitude 
of the dangers that ufually accompa- 
nied a protra<5led interregnum, and 
proved that after Mary and Eliza 
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(Elyfam), royal daughters indeed, but 
born in marriages, doubtful, fufpe6led, 
and prohibited, the fucceffion and heir- 
dom to the crown reverted in the next 
place to his daughter-in-law Jane, as 
well by right of legitimate birth as by 
the laws of the kingdom. He ex- 
horted them to approve and confirm 
whatever might be equitable and juft 
by their fuffrages and individual fub- 
fcription to their determination. There 
were not wanting fome (for the wits 
of the Englifli are very acute) who 
fufficiently underftood what the advice 
and endeavours of the duke tended to, 
namely, that his fon who had married 
Jane being raifed to the regal emi- 
nence, the whole government of Eng- 
land might eafily be transferred to the 
family of the Dudleys ; nor was it to 
be concealed, that that event would 
lead not only to a nefarious maffacre 
of the royal children, but alfo to the 
oppreffion of many others. Indeed, 
the duke had already, from a certain 
impotency of mind, fometimes given 
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vent to words full of threatening and 
terror, as of expelling foreigners* out 
of every part of Britain, and cruelly 
flaughtering many; which things, 
though they did not a little move men 
of better judgment and mind, yet 
through fear of the forces which the 
duke had at his difpofal, for he had a 
numerous army and all the royal ar- 
mories in his power, nobody dared to 
mutter againft his will or opinion. 
This man, therefore, of a great fpirit, 
uncommon eloquence, and formidable 
power, eafily obtained that of the other 
leading men : a part willingly and fin- 
cerely came into the propofed deci- 
fion ; but another and indeed a greater 
part, as the event afterwards fhowed, 
only diffimulated. Thus Jane, grand- 
daughter of Mary, Henry the 8th's 
youngeft fifter, daughter of Frances 
by the Duke of Suffolk, and wife 
of Guilford, fourth fon of the Duke of 
Northumberland, was declared queen, 
and publicly proclaimed forthwith on 

* Perhaps the Lutherans or reformed preachers. 
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the loth day of July; not, indeed, 
without contumely of the royal daugh- 
ters, but without the applaufe of the 
nobles, or of any individual amongft 
the people. It is the cuftom in Eng- 
land for the people to approve the fo- 
lemn proclamation of a new king or 
queen by the acclamation : God fave 
the King or Queen ! As nothing of 
the kind was to be heard here, and 
the forrowful and averted counte- 
nances of all men were to be feen,* it 
was eafily conje6lured that what was 
paffing was little approved of by the 
people. There was, indeed, one Cul- 
bert,"!" a man of great ftature and cou- 
rage, who detefting the fcurrility with 
which the royal daughters were illibe- 
rally abufed in the proclamation of 
Jane, as not being born in lawful wed- 
lock, alone breaking the mournful fi- 
lence of the citizens, with a freedom 
of voice, exclaimed : " O degenerate 
fouls ! There is not a drop of Englifh 

* So likewife from their profound filence. 
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blood remaining amongft you, if indig- 
nation at the moft atrocious flanders 
cannot move any one to a thought of 
revenge ! Which words he reiterated 
fo often that he was apprehended, and 
thrown into prifon by order of the 
duke. On the following day, which 
was the nth of July, both his ears 
were cut off at the root. But the 
voice of a freeman was not to be fup- 
preffed by fuch an ignominious mutila- 
tion of his head, for God the avenger 
is witnefs that he never ceafed con- 
ftantly both to feel and to repeat what 
he had faid. He was, therefore, led 
back to prifon to await the fentence of 
a more fevere punifhment ; which he 
would have undergone, if the change 
of affairs that followed had not freed 
him ' from all danger as well as from 
prifon. Jane was now in the London 
palace, called the Tower, attended in- 
deed by no great retinue, but was in- 
troduced with a certain folemn pomp, 
her mother Frances holding up the 
train of her robe, fo gratifying was the 
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honour to both. In the meantime, 
Mary, eldeft daughter of Henry the 
8th, and coufin of the Emperor Charles 
the 5th, perceiving what was going on 
in London, had removed from that 
place,* and retired into the interior 
parts of the kingdom ;f for, indeed, 
Ihe had no other refource in this fud- 
den emergency of which Ihe could 
avail herfelf, but her confidence in po- 
pular benevolence towards the royal off- 
spring. Here, divine clemency is feen 
to have given a remarkable monition 
of the conftant and perpetual juftice 
with which it is accuftomed to be the 
defence of helplefs women & orphans. 
For fo great a multitude of people fud- 
denly flocked about her, that in a fliort 
fpace of time it grew to the amplitude 
of a compleat army. Whether you 
may think this to have arifen from 
commiferation of the royal progeny, 
or from the natural reverence of fub- 

* On the 8th of July. 

t In order to try (take her chance of) the intentions 
and favour of the people towards her. 
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jefts to their rulers, or from the rafh 
motives* of an inexperienced multitude, 
it is the more to be wondered at, be- 
caufe from the beginning of the dif- 
turbances Mary was left almoft alone; 
fhe was not only deftitute of all human 
aid in fo miferable a ftate of affairs & 
unforefeen movements, but both fhe 
and her fifler were placed in danger of 
their lives, fo that it is indeed manifefl 
that the minds of the people were di- 
vinely excited againfl the outrageous 
attempts and nefarious defigns of the 
confpirators. But the Duke of North- 
umberland having fettled his affairs in 
the Tower of London according to his 
will, & heard that the forces of Mary 
daily increafed by the concourfe of the 
people to her from all quarters, re- 
folved to make war upon her as quickly 
as poffible, it being the opinion of all 
that if he could fpeedily fubdue her, 
the unflable minds of the rabble would 
at lafl be fatisfied with the proclama- 
tion of his daughter-in-law Jane. Hav- 

* Commotion. 
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ing, therefore, left the care of the 
Tower of London to the lords of the 
council, or of parliament, by whom he 
was too confident that all his a6ls 
were approved, he marched out of 
London on the 14th of July with an 
army and a train of artillery. The 
minds of all men, efpecially of the 
good throughout all England, were 
now held wavering between hope and 
fear, when fuddenly an unexpefted 
change fprung up as it were by magic, 
OTTO firjxavrj<;, for. behold, on the fourth 
day after the duke's departure from 
the city, the nobles of the kingdom 
who were left in the Tower of London, 
with the city council, either having al- 
ready changed their minds & opinions, 
or thus late difclofed the thoughts they 
had hitherto diffembled through fear 
of the duke, proclaimed,* by a folemn 
proclamation on the 19th of July, 
Mary, eldeft daughter of Henrj'' the 
8th by his firft wife, coufin-german of 
the renowned ^tng" of the Romans^ 

* Throughout all the fquares and ftreets of the city. 
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Charles the 5th,* Queen of England, 
France, Ireland, &c. Another face 
was feen to appear over all England 
from that moment ; fo great a rejoic- 
ing of the people, fuch acclamation and 
applaufe, took place, that the very fo- 
lemnity of that public proclamation re- 
called to mind the reprefentation as it 
were of a long looked for triumph, 
which thing was held as a ftrong ar- 
gument that the previous proclamation 
of Jane, before difapproved at lead by 
filence, was now annulled by honour- 
able acclamations in behalf of Mary, 
the neareft and true heir to ,the king- 
dom. Jane, having of her own ac- 
cord in the firft inftance delivered her- 
felf up to the fenate of the kingdom & 
the city, in the Tower (fo we have 
faid the court of London is frequently 
called) they publicly gave the fignal of 
rejoicing and congratulation by re- 
peated thunderings of cannon. After- 
wards the whole city, which for fome 
days had mortified itfelf as if af- 

* Qu. was this in the proclamation ? 
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tounded with filent grief and fear, gave 
a loofe to hilarity, and kept that day 
an entire holiday, appointing feftivities 
everywhere. Our nation alfo, to whom 
the Duke of Northumberland was par- 
ticularly obnoxious, amongft other re- 
joicings, placed two pipes of wine in 
the public ftreet before the gates of 
the Steelyard (that is the name of the 
factory houfe of the Germans), and 
gave them to the people to drink ; the 
fame, or fomething fimilar, is faid to 
have been done by the other nations, 
and thus the whole day was paffed in 
rejoicing. But the British nobility, in 
the caufe of honour (as it became 
them) decorating their dependents 
in new fuits, ordered the firft letter 
of the name of Mary to be fewn* 
on the breaft of their coats in a ca- 
pital letter, thus as it were acknow- 
ledging Mary to be queen by a 
public fymbol. At the fame time 
that Gilbert, whofe ears we have no- 
ticed had been cut off, was releafed 

* Embroidered. 
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from prifon. We alfo, who were then 
upon a journey in England, can bear 
witnefs how acceptably & gratefully 
this change of public affairs fell upon 
the ears of all men ; what clapping of 
hands, what words of congratulation 
were^ heard, when it burft with the 
celerity of fame upon the other 
towns in England. AH these things 
being told in the camp of the Duke 
of Northumberland on the following 
day, it is difficult to fay whether ter- 
ror or aftonifliment made the greater 
impreffion on himfelf or his army ; but 
troop after troop deferted him & fled 
to the Queen. The Northumbrian 
(Northumbrus) himfelf readily conjec- 
turing how this game was likely to 
end, took his council according to the 
times, & even thought of providing for 
his own affairs ; turning, therefore, to 
his adherents, & feigning a grievous 
forrow, he faid : Is this the fidelity of 
colleagues to me, who were privy to 
all my tranfaftions ? But be it fo, we 
can cafl: the fame flieet-anchor : and 
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forthwith, the iignal being given by 
found of trumpet, he commanded Mary 
to be proclaimed with great pomp 
Queen of England, firft in the camp, 
& afterwards at Cambridge, on the 
20th of July, hoping by fo doing that 
the fufpicion of any peculiar perfidy 
would be removed from himfelf, and 
that the favour of the Queen would 
hereafter be equally open to him as to 
others. Which hope, as the event 
taught him, was eminently vain. For 
when it was firft reported to the Queen 
that he was firft deferted by the army, 
& had retired to Cambridge with a few 
followers, where he thought he could 
moft fafely fkulk amongft the fchools, 
pulpits, & chairs of the learned, mef- 
fengers were immediately fent to ap- 
prehend him. Being thus taken, with 
his four fons, fome nobles, & twenty 
fervants, or thereabouts, he was igno- 
minioufly brought to London, and 
imprifoned in the Tower on the 25th 
of July. Throughout the whole jour- 
ney, efpecially when he arrived in 
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London, where he was received in the 
ftreets with many contumelies, of the 
people now debVered from the fear of 
his tyrannies, fome calling him traitor, 
others parricide ; and as it is said of 
Sinon by Maro, by mockers ftriving to 
outdo each other; at the fame time, 
thofe who led him captive could hardly 
reftrain the mob from making a fudden 
attack upon a man more odious to them 
than a dog or a ferpent, fuch is the 
force of concealed hatred againft ty- 
rants, long diffembled by the people 
through fear, when it finds a conve- 
nient opportunity of breaking out, that 
it was not without caufe that Sopho- 
cles called the mob " a many-headed 
hydra." Gilbert, he who had been li- 
berated from chains, was ftationed at 
the gate ; as foon as he caught the eye 
of the Duke, opening his mouth as 
wide as he could, he called out to him 
with a loud voice, and faid :* " Behold 
the free tongue of an honeft citizen, as 
you have disfigured the head of an in- 

* "Parricide and traitor, behold, &c." 
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nocent man by the mutilation of his 
ears, fo (hall you be dragged to the 
punifhment due to treafon & parricide, 
according to your deferts." Upon thefe 
words of his, frefli clamour & more re- 
proachful fpeeches broke out from 
thofe who detefted the traitor. It would 
have been a pitiful fight to contemplate 
the ignominious return of thefe dif- 
, armed & bound captives, who fo (hortly 
before had marched out of the city in 
power and authority, with an army, 
cannon, & horfemen magnificently ac- 
coutred, if they had not appeared to 
all men deferving of a worfe fate. 
Many more were daily apprehended 
afterwards, who were privy to treafon 
& the worft of crimes. Amongft thefe 
was Henry (fome call him Andrew) 
Dudley, the Duke of Northumber- 
land's brother, who it was faid had a 
defign of betraying the ftrong fortrefs 
of Calais to the French. The Bifhop 
of London was alfo taken into cuftody, 
who, in order to gratify the Duke while 
his affairs were profpering, had fre- 
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quently remarked in fcandalous fer- 
mons, that Mary was not legitimately 
born. There were many others taken 
whofe names I will aftemote {omitted).^ 
A few days after the news of the 
Queen's approach was announced, and 
anxioufly expe6led by everybody. She 
at laft entered London on the 3rd of 
Auguft, having been met by the lead- 
ing men of the kingdom & the city, 
& was condufted to the Tower in full 
regal pomp, with the fceptres, gold 
fword, & other infignia of the kingdom 
carried before her, attended by four 
thoufand horfemen & a train of cour- 
tiers all in filk dreffes, and fome orna- 
mented with gold chains ; the ftreets 
were hung with carpets, & continued 
peals of cannon were fired in the air, 
the people all applauding & praying 
for the profperity of her reign, as we 
alfo did who witneffed her entrance. 
It is highly worthy of the confidera- 
tion of all good men that this wonder- 
ful viciffitude of the greateft revolu- 

* See Sanderus de Schifmate for all this hiftory. 
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tions was experienced in the extenlive 
kingdom of Britain within the fpace 
of a month without flaughter or blood- 
fhed, excepting the murder of King 
Edward, owing to the fmgular benefi- 
cence of God. For in thefe tranfac- 
tions God may manifeftly be feen to 
have transferred and eflablifhed king- 
doms as the Prophet Daniel fays : and 
not to have granted a protrafted ex- 
emption from punifhment to traitors . 
and rebels. The Prophetic King 
alfo admonifhes us to the fame effeft, 
faying : " Bloody and deceitful men 
Ihall not live out half their days." 
( Viri fanguinum & doloji non dimi- 
diabunt dies/uos, ut eji in le£lione vul- 
gari*) But let us, indeed, with fer- 
vent defire pray to the iramoKpaTopa deov^ 
the all-ruling God, the Father of the 
only begotten Son Jefus Chrift, the 
Redeemer and our Emanuel, that he 
may mercifully deign to bring the em- 
pires of all monarchs into profperity 
and fafety by his immenfe goodnefs 

* Jerome and the margin of the £. B. from the Hebrew. 
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to the glory of his name and church, 
which now wanders difperfed over 
many ftates almoftwithout inftruftors & 
patrons, to whom, the only God, with 
the Son and Holy Spirit, be praife, 
honour, glory, triumph and dominion 
for evermore. Amen. 
. The Queen after this remained fome 
days fhut up in the fortrefs of the 
Tower, that none but thofe fhe defired 
to fee might eafiLy have accefs to hen 
Her fi'rft commands were that the 
body of the deceafed King Edward, 
which was preferved at Weftminfter, 
fhould be depofited in the fepulchre of 
his grandfather, Henry the 7th, which 
Henry the 8th had caufed to be mag- 
nificently conftru6led in an interior 
chapel of the church, but fhe was not 
prefent at the funeral. Thus the re- 
mains of the innocent youth and king, 
in the beginning of the beft and the 
hopes of a moll excellent reign if he 
had furvived, were buried in the fe- 
pulchre of his grandfather, on the 8th 
of Auguft, 1553. We may truly fay 
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that what is read in the beft of poets 
(Virgil) of Marcellus applies to him : 
" The Fates only Ihowed him upon 
earth, but were not willing to let him 
remain there ;" although, perhaps, they 
might have been willing, if domeftic 
perfidy could have reftrained itfelf 
from a moft foul crime. 

It is faid, honours and rewards were 
afterwards bellowed upon thofe who 
had remained conftant in their duty 
and fidelity to the royal family ; 
amongft whom, Gilbert, whofe ears had 
been cut off, was prefented with a pa- 
tent of nobility and fome thoufand 
pounds of gold annually, as a confola- 
tion for the lofs of his ears. 

After that I departed from Eng- 
land, but remaining fome time at 
Bruges (officij caufa) as my duty re- 
quired, I faw a letter to our conful, 
Hermann Falcon, LL.D., ftating that 
the Duke of Northumberland with 
fome of his accomplices had paid the 
forfeit of their crimes, fhowing in the 
terrible fpectacle of their punifhment 
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and by their example what we learn 
from the wifeft of men, that the aveng- 
ing eyes of God will not fuffer any 
wickednefs to be of long duration or 
to go unpunifhed. 
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From the Genealogical Table, it ap- 
pears that befides Mary and Elizabeth, 
James the 5th of Scotland had a prior 
and undoubted legitimate right to the 
throne before Jane. He was the fon of 
Margaret, Henry the 8th's eldeft fifter 
— Jane was the granddaughter of his 
youngeft fifter. 

The following note was written in 
pencil by a gentleman to whom I lent 
this tradt : "I think this fhould be 
printed ; there may be more truth in it 
than the world is aware of; at all 
events, there is Machiavelifm in it, 
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that may ferve as a warning to a 
youthful heir apparent againft infidi- 
ous and ambitious connexions, and 
there are fuch about all thrones/' 

No other copy of this traft is known 
of as far as I can afcertain ; it was 
printed at Antwerp, judging by the 
type, and is figned P. V. The writer 
was probably one of thofe German 
divines who came to England to affift 
in the eftablifhment of the Reformed 
Church or upon fpeculation; many 
fuch perfons were well received at 
court, and from fome of them he pro- 
bably obtained his information. Peter 
Viret is the only perfon I can trace to 
whom the initials belong who was in 
England about the time ; he was there, 
but the time is not pofitively ftated. 

The following extraft is from Nico- 
las Sanders, De origine ac progreffu 
Jchifmatis Anglicani. Ed. Cologne, 
1 6 ID, p. 279. 

Diximus fuperius de Edouardi Seimeri 
Somerfeti ducis (qui regis etiam avunculus 
& proteftor erat) cum Joanne Dudlaeo 
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Comite Varvicenfi fimultatibus : hic cum 
Seimerum in arcem Londinenfem antea 
conjeciffet & ex ea re magni animi exifti- 
mationem acquifiviffet & nonnuUorum etiam 
Catholicorum ftudium fibi adjunxiffet ; ex- 
perientia praeterea didiciffet, Seimerum 
pufiUi animi abjeftique fpiritus hominem 
effe, ftatuit omnino e medio eum toUere. 
Quod ut facilius efficeret voluit primo 
amicorum potentium praefidio fe munire: 
unde & illis ipfis diebus quibus Seimerus 
in carcere tenebatur Joannem Ruffellum & 
Gulielmum Pauletum Comites creari cura- 
verat, hunc Viltonienfem, ilium Bedfordien- 
fem. Nunc vero cum Seimerum funditus 
everfurus erat, ad quintum idus Oftobris 
eundem Pauletum Marchionem Vintoniae 
renunciari fecit; Gulielmum vero Herbertum 
Comitem Pembruchiae; Henricum Marchio- 
nem Dorceftrenfem, Ducem Suffolciae ; ipfe 
autem fe Northumbriae Ducem, Regis acce- 
dente authoritate qu& in manu fua habebat 
conftituit Atque horum amicorum potentia 
au£lus, quinto poft die, Seimerum iterum 
in cuftodiam tradit, una cum uxore ac prae- 
cipuis quibufdam amicis, quorum nonnuUos 
poftea una cum eo occidendos curavit. Ad 
decimum enim calendas Februarij Edouar- 
dus Seimerus Somerfeti dux eo nomine 
condemnatus, qubd die quodam Dudlaei 
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domum & cubiculum occulto thorace muni- 
tus intraflety eo animo ut ipfum in ledlo 
confoderet (quanquam id efficere non ten- 
taflfet) fecuri public^ percuflus eft ; & paulo 
poft Rodolphus Vanus, Milo Partrigrius, 
Michael Stanhopus & Thomas Arundelus^ 
equites omnes aurati ut confiliorum Sei- 
meiri participes eadem poena ple£luntur. 

Jamque Dudlaeus his faeliciter geftis 
majora animo concipere coepit Erat enim 
nunc univerfa Anglia in fua poteftate, prae- 
cipue rex a quo caetera pendebant : quem 
cum ille vel tabe quadam laborantem, vel 
ita in manu fua conftitutum, ut ad ipfius 
nutum & arbitrium laborare poiTet, anim- 
adverteret; iniit cogitationem de occupando 
regno quod hac ipfa ratione quam nunc 
dicam confequuturum fe fperavit 

Erant Henrico Marchioni Dorceftriae 
(quem nuper Suffolciae Ducem factum efle 
meminimus) filiae tres ex uxore Francifca, 
quae filia fuerat Mariae fororis Henrici regis 
o£lavi natu minoris (nam majorem natu 
Margaritam Scotorum regi ante nuptam 
diximus, hae tres ducis SufTolciencis filiae, 
cum ex Henrici nepte natae effent, licet ex 
illegitimomatrimonio ut exiftimabatur,vide- 
bantur proximae fucceffionis regnandi jure, 
fi Henrici liberi non obftarent ; nam de 
Margaritae majoris natu fobole, cum in 
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Scotia qffet nullam Anglis habendam effe 
rationem Dudlaeus exiftimabat. Ineunt 
ergo confiHum duo ifti duces Suffolcienfis 
& Northumbrius de coUocandis in matri- 
monio his tribus filiabus ac deinde de 
toUendis Henrici oftavi liberis (qui tres 
etiam erant) ut fic ad has tranfiret succeflio, 
ut autem communicatione hujus tanti boni 
plures coUigarentur ad fceleris fufcepti de- 
fenfionem, ftatuitur, ut duorum potentifli- 
morum Comitum Pembruchiae & Hunting- 
toniae filijs primogenitis duae Suffolcienfis 
ducis filiae minores nuptui tradantur. Jana 
vero setate maxima, ad quam primo loco, 
Henrici liberis fublatis, regni haereditatem 
cupiebant pervenire Dudlaei filio quarto- 
genito, cui Hilfordi nomen fuit in uxorem 
daretur, atque ita faftum eft, ut omnia tria 
matrimonia eodem die infigni pompa Lon- 
dini celebrata funt. 

Statim vero poft, aegrotare coepit Edouar- 
dus Rex, ac lente tabe confiimi : quo per- 
fpefto, Dudlaeius diligentius incumbere 
negotio, ac primo quoque tempore Mariam 
primogenitam Henrici ex Catherina filiam, 
quam folam timebat (nam de Elizabetha ex 
Anna Bolena parum curabat) Londinum 
advocare, ut in fiia poteftate effet, ac publica 
cuftodia fepire ftatuit: fed praBceleris Ed- 
uardi mors confilium nonnihil impedivit; 
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Maria enim princeps^ cum Dudlaai juiTu 
Londinum properaret, ac jam civitati 
proxima eflet, admonita a fuis^ Regem fere 
in extremis efie, ac periculum fibi Londini 
parari, defeniit inceptum iter, & ad arcem 
quandam fuam minime munitam, qu89 
Framingham dicitur, omni celeritate fe re- 
cepity ubi vigeiimo deinde die ab amicis 
quibufdam fecretis, quos in aula habebat, 
certior fa£la, quod rex obijflet, quanquam 
adhuc divulgata res non eflfet, nee ipfa 
ignoraret quant® vires contra eam paratas 
eflent, omni tamen timore depofito ac in 
folo dei jufticias ac innocentise proteftore 
confifa tubarum fonitu reginam fe promul-- 
gavit. 

MorttiUs eft Edouardus pridie nonas Julij 
aatatis fuae anno decimo fexto regni vero 
feptimo, eodem prorfus menfis die, quo 
pater ejus Thomam Morum integritatis & 
juftitisB caput, capitse feriendum ante aliquot 
annos curaverat; ut omnes qui re6li rationes 
rerum expenderent facile perfpicerent Hen- 
' ricum tanti viri caedem, morti primogeniti 
fui luiffe; nee tamen expiaffe, quia paeniten- 
tiam de peccato fuo fecundum Deum non 
egit Eodem pertinet & ad eandem dei 
juftitiam referre debet quod nullus plane 
ex Henrici liberis (quos ille ut multiplicaret 
ac pofteritati perpetuaret toties fe uxores 
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